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Terrorism has been used as a political weapon many times since the term 
"terreur" was first employed during the French Revolution. Post-1789 
history illustrates the problems inherent in analysing terrorism though, 
since it is difficult to incorporate Jacobin revolutionaries, suppression of the 
Paris commune, Russian nihilists, the Nazis, the Algerian FLN and the 
present Iranian government under one word. What links these examples is 
their use of politically motivated violence to produce fear or anxiety within 
individuals or groups. What separates them are their motivations and their 
contexts. A central concern for studying terrorism then is defining what 
terrorist groups want, what motivates their actions and what their goals are. 
This has otherwise been called "the determination of the function or 
objective of the act."1 One way of determining the motivations of a 
terrorist group is to examine their ideology, since this is a systematic 
representation of their goals, motivations and world view. 


This paper will focus on the ideology of one terrorist group, Action directe 
(AD). Although AD would most accurately be called a terrorist organisation 
with a revolutionary vocation, the group functioned within a non- 
revolutionary context. Their ideology took on a particular character, which 
in this discussion is called a "search for a revolution". AD was at pains to 
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spell out the motivations behind the revolutionary terrorist campaign they 
unleashed between 1979 and 1987. The group assiduously issued texts and 
Communiqués following their actions. In total, these documents number 
about 200 pages. From this group, several central examples will be employed 
in order to outline AD's ideological evolution. The texts constantly refer to 
purposes, a notion of political power and AD's understanding of the French 
and international political systems. These documents demonstrate the ways 
in which AD's violence was conceived to affect its host political system. 
Beyond this, analysing their ideology also facilitates examining how AD 
emerged and whether or not their violence had significantly destabilizing 
results. The question of context is important here and it should be 
remembered that ideology functions according to its political, cultural and 
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economic setting. Their ideology, then, not only reveals AD's motives, but 
also the changes which occurred in their world-view as the group 
confronted new problems and necessities. 


In its initial phase of activity, AD attacked mainly symbolic material targets. 
From 1982 to 1984, targets changed as the group became more and more 
deadly. By the time of the capture of their last remaining leaders in 1987, AD 
had established a "hit list" of top French political and business figures. The 
murders of General René Audran in 1985 and Renault Chairman Georges 
Besse in 1987 illustrate this evolution. Ironically, as they became more 
violent, AD ignored Clausewitz's advice that "violence should express the 
political purpose, and express it in a rational, utilitarian manner; it should 
not take the place of the political purpose, nor obliterate it."2 Obsessed with 
their search for a revolutionary subject willing to participate in the next 
phase of their project, guerrilla warfare, AD ultimately better expressed its 
own marginality rather than a substantial threat to the French political 
system. The group's deadly campaign accompanied the consolidation of a 
new consensus within French political culture. 


AD first appeared in 1979 as a loosely-organized network of groupuscules 
(small groups) with broadly extreme-left views. They appeared in a period 
of widespread apathy regarding politics, the height of comedian Coluche's 
satires and the sense of ras le bol which signalled Giscard d'Estaing's demise. 
One fringe social movement at the time were the autonomes, young 
politicized drop-outs who provoked violence at demonstrations in the 
name of "revolt". In fact, these groups expressed extreme-left frustration 
with the political consensus then emerging. AD attempted to define issues 
and establish a political terrain with this group in mind. The group's 
network structure reflected this attempt - units had names such as Clodo 
(Comité liquidant ou détournant les ordinateurs), Jeune Taupe, Casse-Noix 
and Mouton-Enragés - and their heterogeneous roots. The original 
members tended to be young, unemployed and educated. Members 
appearing in court in 1980 included a student, a plumber, a pharmacist, a 
type-setter, and several bank employees. During this initial phase, AD did 
not try to kill and focused on material targets. The group was located in two 
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cities: Lyon and Paris. The Paris wing, later "AD international", was led by 


Jean-Marc Rouillan3 and Nathalie Ménigon. The Lyon group,"AD 
national", was led by André Olivier. Added to this group were members of 
foreign terrorist organisations who were avoiding arrest in their countries 
or observing the French scene.4 


AD's early ideology mixed anarchism and Maoism but employed classical 
Marxist terms, in particular attacking the "colonial and imperialist" French 
state. They advocated working class autodefence while denouncing 
employers, French African policy and Paris real-estate speculation. Their 
search for a way to insert themselves into political discourse during a period 
of unclearly apprehended transformations hardly facilitated ideological or 
organisational homogeneity. The Red Brigades, the RAF, Third World 
liberation movements and May 1968 all influenced the group in more or 
less equivalent ways. In addition, the initial ideology reflected Rouillan's 
influence. 


Documents from this period are brief and to the point. This contrasts with 
later, more elaborate explanations of AD violence. In 1979 and 1980, their 
targets were selected with an eye to the daily difficulties of working class 
youth and immigrants: falling employment, rising prices and housing 
shortages. They included SONOCOTRA (Société Nationale de 
Constructions pour les Travailleurs), the ministry of labour and 
participation, the Caisse professionelle de prévoyance des salariés, the 
Délégation régionale pour 1 ‘emplois d'Ile-de-France, the Direction régionale 
du travail et de la main-d'œuvre (government offices for immigrant 
workers), the Immobilière de construction de Paris (representing the Paris 
region real estate market, SEMIREP (Société mixte de rénovation du quartier 
Plaissance) and the ministry of transport. In 1980, several high-tech targets 
were selected. The group neutralised computers at Philips Data Systems in 
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Toulouse in which they claimed military secrets were hidden and attacked 
Toulouse CII-Honeywell offices, charging that computers are "the favoured 
tool of people who dominate. They serve to exploit, to document, to control 
and to punish." | 

Two early texts reveal the preoccupations of the group. On March 15, 1980, 
Direction de la surveillance du territoire (DST - the French FBI) offices were 
bombed. A tract left on site declared: "Après Kolwezi, Gafsa, Djibouti, etc. 
vous avez le bonjour de Barbès. Signé: Action directe." 5 This short 
message refers to France's relations with Zaïre and Djibouti (where a large 
military base has been leased). Since African policy is traditionally the 
French president's prerogative, the text is an attack on Giscard's policies. 
Beyond this, the text implies that internal and external politics are linked. 
Barbès-Rochechouart is a Paris neighbourhood with large Arab and African 
communities. In effect, this text states that less attention to overseas 
problems and more attention to domestic issues is needed. The "bonjour" 
from Barbés implies that threats to French interests do not necessarily come 
from abroad, but quite literally from Giscard's Parisian backyard. 


AD sent "Communiqué numéro 7" following a March 18, 1980 machine-gun 
attack on the ministry of co-operation.6 The text refers to the ministry's 
international activities in again citing Djibouti along with Djamena (Chad's 
capital) and Bangui (capital of the Central African Republic). The French 
army's activities are cited as evidence of the unequal relations between 
France and Africa, which preserve "la prospérité du commerce néo-coloniste 
de la marchandise et de la main-d'œuvre". Attacking a central justification 
of French African policy, France's "civilising mission", AD charges that 
"toute la politique française pue", whether at home (Barbés, the H.L.M.s in 
suburban Vitry and the Goutte d'Or) or abroad (the shantytowns of 
Djibouti). For AD, police within France and overseas, "les donneurs de 
coups de trique", were the same; that is: "ont la méme gueule". The group 
concluded that any action anywhere against the French state ("l'Etat 

négrier") was justified. Their attacks were conceived as part of a struggle 
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against the institutions of the French state ("lutter contre la politique 
impérialiste de la France en Afrique, c'est lutter contre l'Etat francais dans la 
globalité de ses institutions"). The point, for them, was take up arms against 
the state.” 

Capture and imprisonment of many members prevented any AD terrorism 
between September 1980 and December 1981. However, election of a 
Socialist government in May 1981 led to a presidential amnesty which 
released prisoners accused of crimes related to state security but not charged 
with murder. This amnesty remains controversial to this day. Supporters 
of the amnesty said it separated AD members from the autonomes and the 
prisoners' rights movements which provided a potential sociological base. 
Certain second-order AD figures and personalities did in fact leave the group 
after 1981. In contrast, AD's central figures emerged from prison 
determined to "continue the combat". During 1981, AD gradually re- 
emerged as an armed organisation. The group initially undertook 
mischievous acts, stealing Socialist Party first-secretary Lionel Jospin's 
automobile from a parking garage, staging, an anti-goinfrerie (anti-piggery) 
occupation of the famous La Tour d'Argent restaurant, vandalizing a statue 
of Saint-Louis in Vincennes and, as the group "Germain", painting stock in 
a fine foods store handling Fauchon products. AD members moved into 
squats inhabited by Turkish immigrants. Rouillan, already active in 
clandestine locations and squats in northern Paris, participated in 
occupation of vacant buildings with members of the Association des 
ouvriers-paysans du 18ème arrondisement. 


Rouillan's influence in these acts is clear since they resemble the satirical 
GARI attacks committed in the Toulouse area. The incidents took on a 
progressively more and more violent character, however. A Comité 
unitaire de défense des prisonniers politiques invaded Quotidien de Paris 
editorial offices and demanded dedication of a page in the next morning's 
edition to imprisoned hunger strikers. Fifty young people occupied Agence 
France Presse (AFP) offices and issued a news item falsely reporting the 
death of an AD hunger striker. Militants from Comité Riposte à la 
répression en Algérie occupied Le Monde offices. On the day of Anwar 
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Sadat's assassination, an AD-linked group invaded sets of a FR3 television 
program about him. 


AD began to further radicalize. A change of direction and clear divisions 
between Lyon and Paris wings appeared in 1982. Between 1982 and 1984, the 
Paris group was restructured and its international links enhanced. Their 
actions reflected the constraints of cover lives and their view that French 
police are off-duty on weekends. Less vulnerable to infiltration, units were 
modelled on Résistance cells, containing 5 or 6 members who seldom met 
and led normal lifestyles. Attacks occurred on weekends. Both Paris and 
Lyon wings committed about forty hold-ups during this period to finance 
operations and provide military training. The windows of their Renault 20s 
bristling with arms, AD no longer hesitated to shoot-to-kill. The murder of 
Lebanese painter Gabriel Chahine on March 13, 1982 confirmed this. 
Chahine once belonged to AD's "mouvance" but became an informer for 
the Renseigments généraux. 


The group's ideological transformation is evident in two documents MS 
RE EE and See RES These two 
texts were released as AD assisted FARL (Fractions armées révolutionnaires 
libanaises) in a series of anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist attacks. The attacks on 

the rue des Rosiers, the Israeli defence ministry's commercial mission and 
the assassination of Israeli diplomat Youri Barsimantov all occurred at this 
time.8 The groups' release from prison, a new political climate and their 
own analysis of the struggle's "needs" led to professionalization. Ironically, 
professionalism isolated AD from French society as much as it did the 


political class they claimed to be battling. 


"Pour un projet communiste" explicitly presents AD's analysis of political 
conditions and marks a new development. AD said that conditions made 
an ideological response to the state indispensable in order to battle "les 
phantasmes des journaleux pourris toujours avides de 'complot 
international’ et de 'fils de bourgeois qui ont mal tourné'."9 The group 
judged that an elaboration of their views was needed because of the 


8Police soon discovered an arms depot and seized weapons which confirmed AD-FARL links. A pistol- 
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accession of a Socialist-Communist coalition to power: "le pouvoir socialiste 


matiné de quelques staliniens."19 For AD, a year of Socialist-Communist 
rule was a sufficient state of grace. "Pour un projet communiste" has three 
focuses: 1) need for organisation and unity of the revolutionary left; 2) 
analyses of areas considered crucial to evaluating contemporary tendencies: 
imperialism, employment and housing, and government attitudes to 
capitalisme; and, 3) an outline of points deemed essential for fulfilling a 
projet communiste. Generally, the text calls for action and unity of 
revolutionary groups. In this way, it recognizes AD's isolation (hence 
vulnerability) and need for a supporting social movement ("la construction 
de l'organisation capable d'impulser le mouvement révolutionnaire dans le 
contexte des sociétés capitalistes développées à pouvoir social- 


démocrate."11) | 


Unoriginally, the section on organisation sets Marxist-Leninism and 
anarchism as the two poles of revolutionary struggle. Each, according to AD, 
has strengths and weaknesses. The highly centralized Marxist-Leninist party 
led by professional revolutionaries compensates for "I ‘incapacité pour la 
classe ouvriére de dépasser par elle-méme la conscience trade-unioniste, de 
se libérer des tentations du réformisme et de l'idéologie bourgeoise.". 
Anarchist revolutionaries, on the other hand, are cited approvingly for their 
contrasting qualities: "la spontanéité - ou ses formes actuelles: créativité, 
désir - sera donc cultivée, comme les contacts personnels informels, 
l'appropriation de la vie quotidienne, le concret-pratique"!2 AD argues that 
a revolutionary is classically squeezed between bureaucratism (Marxist- 
Leninism) and disorganization (anarchism). The "worker's council" is AD's 
alternative to "l'enlisement social-démocrate, à la réaction de droite ou au 
‘communisme’ stalinien."13 They regard organisation not as the source of 
social problems but as the only means to battle authority and get citizens 
used to participation. AD tried to present its violence then, as a response to 
combined material restraints and needs for collective and individual self- 
development. 


Obviously, if workers' councils are the answer to contemporary social 
problems, the efficacity of a terrorist organisation such as AD was 
questionable. The group avoided this problem, distinguishing organisation 

$ of the revolution from the revolutionary organisation. For them, the 

: greatest danger to’self-directed, spontaneous revolutionary movements was 
capital's counter-offensive “au moment où l'ennemi de classe concentre 
toutes ses forces et où ses satellites incrustés dans le mouvement tentent de 
le casser ou de le détourner vers des voies de garage."14 According to this 
argument, AD facilitated concentration on the essential elements of 
revolutionary struggle in contemporary France: imperialism and 
immigration,15 employment and housing and life conditions. AD said it 
was not "une organisation qui défend le principe de la lutte armée et quiya 
recouru", but "une organisation de lutte armée, si ce n'est avec la lutte 
armée. Celle-ci, en effet, n'est pas une chose appropriable, mais un moment 
dans un processus."16 In effect, the group regarded violence as an 
unfortunate consequence of the struggle for power, justified by "bourgeois" 
violence: 


A Longwy, en Corse, au Pays Basque, à Barbès, ailleurs encore, la 
violence est là, autolégitimée, car elle est la forme logique 
d'expression de ceux que les mécanismes du mode de production 
capitaliste abaissent et bafouent; et elle n'est pas seulement une 
réaction de désespoir comme le voudrait le misérabilisme, elle est 
action d'espoir qui vise au dépassement pratique révolutionnaire 
des rapports d'exploitation et de domination. Action directe et 
tous ceux qui partagent son raisonnement se situent à ce moment 
du processus de révolte, qui est un moment inévitable et 
qu'essaient de nier tous ceux qui, quelles que soient leurs raisons, 
veulent enfermer les prolétaires dans les ghettos de la résistance 
passive, dans les lieux où sera valorisée leur ‘responsabilité’, 
tandis que par derrière les dominants leur cracheront sur la 
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The alternative to organised revolutionary violence, for AD, was 
demonstrated by repression of the Prague spring in 1968 and overthrow of 
the Allende government. Construction of a communist project is not, AD 
said, accomplished by guns, but certainly guaranteed by it. Their project not 
only protected workers but conceived armed intervention in "the 
organisation of daily life", "là où les masses expérimentent les impasses de 
leur existence d'aujourd'hui et inventent les formes de refus qui seront à la 
base de l'organisation de demain."18 AD vowed to take action in regional, 
neighbourhood and workplace struggles which organise exploited and 
oppressed individuals. Imperialism, employment and housing were singled 
out to demonstrate convergence of capitalist strategy with French socialism. 


While acknowledging its secondary position "dominant envers le Tiers- 
Monde, dominé par rapport a la C.E.E. et aux multinationales 
américaines."19, AD nonetheless called French imperialism the "stade 
Suprême du capitalisme décadent."20 They argued that Lenin's analysis of a 
handful of states pillaging the world has been Superseded. Today's 
imperialists do not dominate through financial advantage but through: 


un Système de déterminants centré sur le pouvoir technologique 
et la déculturation des dominés qui imposent un modèle de 
production et un modèle de consommation occidentalisés. Avec 
le transfert technologique, les pays en voie de développement 
s'endettent indéfiniment et acceptent le gouvernement des cadres 
et techniciens des pays développés, ou d'autochtones formés dans 
leurs universités, ce qui est parfois pire . . . si les normes 
culturelles occidentales ont réussi à écraser toute résistance, les 
classes populaires y accèderont, mais en sacrifiant leur vie entière 
à ce rêve: les habitants des bidonvilles d'Amérique Latine 
possèdent souvent ainsi T.V. et pick-up, voiture quelquefois; 
pendant de temps, leurs enfants meurent de faim et les 
adolescents vont se prostituer dans les quartiers riches. 21 
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AD said that the current context is marked by the economic consequences of 
the 1970's petroleum crisis. This chaotic situation, they said, has been 
deliberately encouraged by the USA, "grâce au sabordage du Systéme 
Monétaire International garant de leur puissance et de la stabilité de la 
domination des pays développés."22 The result is a series of false dialogues 
reproducing what AD called the sterility of management-trade union 
negotiations, ending in the installation of an IMF-led control system? At 
the same time, developed countries accelerated nuclear, agro-industrial, 
electronic and computer developments to reinforce their global economic 
domination. This new system, AD charged, reinvigorates vital- 
"imperialist" interests at a new international level. France's secondary role, 
for example, is regionally crucial (particularly in Africa). The USSR and 
COMECON were also attacked because they perpetuate dominator-exploited 
relations. Emerging Soviet-American collaboration doubles 
underdevelopment problems because: "l'industrialisation qu'elle entraine 
est toujours superficielle et tournée vers les metropoles, les obstacles au 
développement sont reconduits et n'est privilégiée que l'immédiate 
rentabilité."24 


: Employment, AD argued, was strongly affected by French capitalism's 

f financial character. Speculative industrial groups deprived industry of job- 

creation potential and left that responsibility with the state. The economic 

; crisis forced enterprises to cut employment, hitting women, minorities and 
older workers in particular. One response to unemployment, the E.T.T. 
(entreprises de travail temporaire), were attacked by AD as a satire of secure 
employment, especially for France's approximately four million 
immigrants: "la démolition du droit du travail chèrement acquis par ceux- 
ci, tout en se barrant la possibilité d'établir un programme politique qui soit 
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fait pour les travailleurs."25 AD said France entered international 
competition in 1966-67, when several major enterprises merged. These 
companies relocated to the Third World, brought high technology to France 
and reduced employees through automation. In AD eyes, continuation of 
this process under a socialist government demonstrated that "ce ne sont pas 
les socialistes qui vont y changer grand chose puisque leurs maitres-mots 
sont justement rationalisation et compétitivité."26 


The third area of concern, housing, was focused on because: 


les entreprises ne pouvaient réussir une restructuration de la 
production d'une telle ampleur sans transformer simultanément 
les conditions de reproduction de la force de travail... les 
capitalistes attaquent la vie des prolétaires à l'usine, ils les 
poursuivent jusque dans leurs quartiers en démolissant leur cadre 
d'habitat traditionnel et toutes les solidarités de classe qui y sont 
attachées. 27 


This view was AD's reaction to the transformations began in Paris under 
Pompidou and continued under Giscard d'Estaing, Mitterrand and Mayor 
Jacques Chirac. The Parisian working class was traditionally was powerful 
due to the presence of a high concentration of industry, dense housing, 
highly-skilled workers and unionism: "A Paris, la lutte des classes était 
matériellement inscrite dans le territoire et l'architecture, les bourgeois, 
leurs belles maisons, leurs grandes avenues à l'Ouest; à l'Est, les prolos, leur 
habitat ancien’, le dédale des petites rues où les venaient se casser les 
dents."28 According to AD, international competition, high costs and 
outmoded machinery and buildings forced the decentralization of 
workplaces away from traditional sites of agitation. It also freed real estate 


and fueled speculation in older neighbourhoods with substandard housing. 
The substantial proportion of unoccupied Paris apartments was, AD argued, | 
an indication of property owners' desire to"laisser pourrir des logements | 
anciens parfaitement habitables, mais qui bien vite se révéleront, 
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naturellement, dégradés, insalubres et à démolir au nom de l'hygiène 
urbaine!" Insufficient public housing starts, in AD's view, intentionally 
complemented speculation. 


AD's synthesis of these “analytical points" highlighted their inter- 
dependence in order to judge the Socialist-Communist attitudes. The group 
argued that world economic development in the 1960's was incoherent, 
illustrating "aucune véritable recherche d'harmonie, aucune politique 
d'insertion dans le marché mondial; par contre le cynisme et le mépris 
envers les ouvriers, les paysans et les étudiants, et la distribution généreuse 
du pactole au sein de l'oligarchie financière et des grands commis de 
l'Etat."30 The election of a Socialist-Communist coalition in no way 
promised improvement. The European social democratic tradition, AD 
argued, led to the failure of the Front populaire and elimination of the SPD 
by the Nazis. In general, the problems with social democratic regimes is that 
"l'économie reste entièrement dominée par les lois du capitalisme, et les 
nationalisations n'y changeront rien - le Régie Renault n'est-elle pas un des 
fers de lance du capitalisme français en voie d'internationalisation, une des 
promotrices des techniques de nationalisation - modernisation capitaliste du 
procès de travail, un centre d'expérimentation sociale pour le patronat?"31 
AD argued that a social-democratic regime simply guarantees French 
capitalism through introducing planning, promoting industrial policies, 
limiting banking practices, regulating temporary and illegal employment 
Practices and excluding political or moral change to economic behaviour. 


AD's judgment was clear: "II faut continuer à combattre une orientation qui 
ne vise ou ne mène qu'à la reconduction d'un mode de production qui 
depuis deux siècles écrase la vie de l'humanité et la voue au suicide 
nucléaire ou écologique."32 They regarded the Socialist record in housing, 
industrial policy, regional development, education, communication and 
media and immigration as negative. Moreover, they argued that the 
government was completely incapable of changing society in any positive 
direction because it accepted need for capitalist economic "restructuring". 
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Taken with the gauchiste groups' compromise with the government, "toute 
la classe politique joue donc a plein la carte du changement dans la 
continuité et soyons certains que les calomnies ne manqueront pas de 
s'abbatre sur ceux qui veulent promouvoir un projet communiste (ie., 
AD)."33 2 


The final section of the text concerns "forms of struggle" AD intended to use 
to overcome inadequate Marxist-Leninist and anarchist models of 
revolutionary action. AD criticised post-May 1968 anti-authoritarian 
ideologies as expressing groups (students, teachers and social workers and 
activists) which exist outside productive contexts. This activism favoured 
non-work, refusal to work and "une optique pro-situationniste en 
valorisant de la féte, du jeu, de la communauté, de la sexualité, etc, alors que 
les thèses italiennes privilégiaient surtout l'aspect de rupture avec le travail 
d'usine salarié: sabotage, coulage, absentéisme de masse."34 These attitudes, 
AD said, fracture anti-capitalist struggle into abstraction and obliterate the 
lines of interest along which groups should be arranged. The group said 
these developments served the overall interests of capital. Their response 
was a "non-authoritarian" organisation which worked in factories and 
neighbourhoods with the means to affirm the exploited and oppressed's 
interests.35 The factory was seen as the "privileged field of battle" where 
struggles focused on fighting capitalist restructuring (evident in lay-offs, 
increased work pace, new means of control, reduced job security) and worker 
self-organisation. Giving workers technical and organisational means to 
run factories meant, for AD, practicing authentic "proletarian 
internationalism" in collaboration with Third World workers. 


AD's point was that the promised renewal of economic growth, factory 


automation and computerization were not carried out in the interest of 
workers nor to end exploitation and domination. Believing so deflects the 
working class, AD argued, from the fundamental struggle: 


L'enjeu actuel pour une organisation révolutionnaire est de 
savoir et de pouvoir faire converger toutes les luttes de base vers 
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le renversement de l'ordre existant. Il est, pour nous, le projet 
communiste au sens où K. Marx disait: 'Le communisme est le 
mouvement réel qui abolit l'état de choses existant." L'axe 
porteur du projet communiste sera alors celui de la 
transformation des illégalismes de masse en lutte armée, pour 
l'insurrection généralisée contre le pouvoir capitaliste, pour la 
mise en place du pouvoir ouvrier, vers la guerre de longue durée 
contre tous les impérialismes. 36 


AD argued that "political intervention" in factories and neighbourhoods 
had to take "illegal forms" since the bourgeoisie rarely permits expression of 
proletarian aspirations in other ways. Moreover, "le but de cette illégalité 
étant d'entrainer l'apparition d'illégalismes de masse et de les coordonner 
sous forme de contre-pouvoir."37 Carrying out illegal actions against the 
state necessitates: 1) the stablisation of a military-political network aiming to 
enlarge the spaces of counter-power; and, 2) realization that illegal force is 
not an end in itself and that volontarism and adventurism would negate 
the desired ends. Armed struggle, for AD, was the "nouveau travail de 
masse, et pas seulement défense et represaille, mais anticipation continue 
du mouvement."38 


The second major text, 1 


to the eee Versailles summit af dal powers. AD argued that this 

summit was critical for "l'élaboration du nouvel ordre économique . 
international (NOIE), dont l'état actuel des rapports de force entre blocs | 
nationaux consacre l'indétermination"39 and because it marked an 
American effort to redirect French foreign policy in a direction common to 
all Western nations. The text differs from "Pour un projet communiste" in 
so far as it centres on a particular event to which the group was hostile but 
could not respond to with terrorism. This text also specifically elaborated | 
their views about the actual working of the imperialism in terms of market | 


ee ee 
36 Ibid. p. 41. 


37 Ibid. p. 41. 
38 Ibid. p. 42. 


9 "Sur l'impérialisme américain", p. 3. 


mes OEE: OR cpr eee: A 


deregulation, crisis management and the emergence of a "nouveau régime 
d'accumulation dont la crise est la période de gestation."40 


AD said understanding American imperialism is fundamental since the US 
structures an international division of labour. For AD, the 1974-75 crisis 
stemmed from a struggle between dominant and subordinate world 
economic sectors. They regarded the actions of Western governments as a 
reorganisation of the relations of dominance. The crisis of the early eighties 
facilitated internationalization of American capitalism and installation of a 
"world capitalist system".41 This process revealed what AD viewed as the 
essential weaknesses of American dominance, their need to mechanize the 
service sector and, 


la rigidification des normes et des cadences, la collectivisation du 
processus de production qui estompe la relation entre salaire et 
effort individuel, l'altération des conditions de travail 
concourrent pour battre en bréche l'idéologie du travail et le 
contrôle syndical; absentéisme, turnover, produits défectueux se 
multiplient, tandis qu'apparaissent les grèves sauvages.42 


AD argued that high costs led to a number of changes: loss of America's 
Productivity lead, a shrinking portion of global production, shrivelling U.S. 
multinational foreign investment, decline of American firms among the 
top one hundred and deterioration of exports.43 This led to increased Third 
World investments by U.S. firms and restructuring based on agricultural 
and high technology sectors. Because of this "transition au nouveau régime 
d'accumulation et au nouveau modèle de régulation mondiale",44 armed 
struggle was seen as the only coherent revolutionary strategy able to sidestep 
capitalist civilization. This was indicated clearly, AD said, by the failure of 


Post-1960's opposition: 


L'assimilation de révoltés aussi violentes qui les Black Panthers 


ou l'intégration par les industries de la contre-culture, la 
SR = 2 
40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid. p. 5. 
42 Ibid. p. 9. 
43 Ibid., p. 10. 
44 Ibid. p. 12. 


normalisation des déviances comme la drogue ou 

l'homosexualité laissent présumer que la gestion de la 
contestation, si elle ne s'attaque pas aux racines mêmes du 
pouvoir capitaliste, peut s'effectuer sans dommages majeurs, pour 
peu que les gouvernements y mettent les moyens financiers 
adéquats; ce que le nouveau régime d'accumulation leur 
permettra vraisemblement .45 


"Pour un projet communiste" and "Sur l'impérialisme américain" oriented 
AD's attacks through 1982 and 1983. Subsequent much shorter 
communiqués followed the orientations set out above. For example, 
following an August 1, 1982 attack on an Israeli diplomat's automobile, AD 
explicitly associated Israeli actions with US geo-political strategy: 
"Révolutionnaires juifs ou arabes, unis, nous lutterons sans tréve, princes 
saoudiens ou va-t-en guerre sionistes, gendarmes de I ‘imperialisme US."46 
Hostility to Israel's Lebanese invasion and solidarity with Third World 
revolution were also explicitinan August 11, 1982 text: "Retrait immédiat 
et inconditionel des fascistes israëliens. Si les Palestiniens sont chassés de 
Beyrouth, nous tuerons les financiers et propagandistes du sionisme."47 
During 1982, AD co-operated with FARL attacks on Israeli companies (Bank 
Leumi, Ganco and Citrus GMBI), Israeli and American diplomats, Jewish- 
owned businesses (Diskount Bank - subsidiary of the former Rothschild 
Européene des Banques - and the Nemor company) and the extreme-right 
monthly Minute as part of the battle against the "new imperialist order". 


In August 1982, the Paris group, trying to break out of their sociological and 
Political isolation, articulated new goals: development of a "political 
military front" against "Americanization" of Europe, opposition to 
"homogenization" of European states under NATO control, links with 
other terrorist groups (Italy's Primea linea and COLP - Communists 
Organised for the Liberation of the Proletariat, Belgium's CCC - Cellules 
communistes combattantes and West Germany's RAF), targeting of 
individual figures and solidarity with Third World revolution. Several 
COLP members participated in AD activities in order to forge anew 


er ee ee ee, 
45 Ibid. 

46 Untitled, August 1, 1982. 
‘7 Untitled, August 11, 1982. 


revolutionary "international". The Paris group demonstrated the 
consequences of their opposition to European homogenization by attacking 
Paris World Bank headquarters and IMF offices. 


No AD terrorism occurred between August 18, 1982 and August 1983. On 
August 28, 1983, they attacked PS offices and the Ministry of Defence. A 
communiqué, "Indochine, Algerie,...... Tchad?", said the attacks were 
protests against French African policy. The group saw French involvement 
in Chad to as identical to post-war colonial wars and asked: "les troupes 
colonialistes françaises en route pour une Troisième piquette?"48 
Demanding French withdrawal from Chad directly attacked François : 
Mitterrand, who overlooks African policy. AD argued that he is American 
manipulated: "Après sa farce de Cancun, ses tournées africaines style 
parrain, le petit dictateur de l'Elysée a encore frappé. Le lancer du 
boomerang est un jeu dangereux."49 Another text repeats this idea 
explicitly: 


Tonton est la. Et la chanson des promesses, il la connait. 
Rappelez-vous: de quoi a été suivi le discours de Cancun? - 
préparation franco-américain-sioniste de l'invasion du Liban. - 
comédie du sommet de Versailles pour couvrir le déclenchement 
de cette invasion - débarquement de l'armée francaise à Beyrouth. 
- invasion militaire du Tchad. 5° 


In 1984, AD's focus underwent notable changes. What remained of 
eclecticism was over-rode by burning calls for impassioned acts. NATO and 
the "Atlanticist" targets became central preoccupations. AD's bombing of 
the Institut Atlantique des Affaires Internationales, illustrated the strategic 
evolution. The institute was denounced as a "cellule de réflexion et 
propagande d'articulation impérialiste". In addition, this attack was 
undertaken "car bien plus que la Commission Trilatérale . . . l'Institute est 
un point de convergences pratiques entre les divers secteurs du capital 
international, la recherche dite scientifique et son application militaire.">} 


48 "Indochine, Algerie,...... Tchad?", August 28, 1983. 

49 Ibid. 

50 "Opprimés de tous les pays: Get up, stand up!", September 29, 1983. 
51 "Communiqué", July 11, 1984, p. 1. 


The text charged that the institute's directors, members and financing 
illustrate this: 


La direction est entièrement américaine, inféodée à l'OTAN. Au 
plus haut niveau des structures de cet institut, on retrouve des 
représentants du capital transnational, c'est ainsi que l'Italie est 
représentée par Agnelli, PDG de la Fiat. Le financement est opéré 
par des entreprises privées et par des entreprises étatiques, telles 
que le Crédit Agricole, Elf-Aquitaine ou la Régie Renault, mais 
c'est surtout l'OTAN lui-même qui assure le financement 
principal. 52 


The group said the institute is a central to NATO's west European strategy 
due to its research on industrial restructuring, missile implantation, and 
European military and economic unification. Their conclusions, stating "la 
nécessité impérative de l'organisation politique et militaire internationale 
des éléments conscients de la classe - afin d'attaquer et de désarticuler à tous 
les niveaux de commandement, le système impérialiste,"53 evaluated the 
significance of AD's acts beyond a purely French setting for the first time. 
Their struggle moved beyond creation of a communist society to defeat of 
"imperialist projects". The group's awareness of its lack of social base was 
clear when AD said its primary goals were to establish a concrete strategy of 
attack and a political line permitting all groups within the confrontation 
with capital to be totally conscious of and responsible for the struggle.54 
They saw their violence as purifying: "ce n'est qu'en développant 
simultanément la force de la classe et ses victoires que nous développeront 
la conscience nécessaire a son organisation pour d'autres victoires."55 


Following this, computer services for the Ministry of Defence and the 
minister of industry administration for NATO pipelines were bombed. An 


AD communiqué condemned "intensification des dépenses d'armaments de 


la fin des années 1970 et du début des années 1980" and charged that "le 
militarisme apparait nettement comme la bouée de sauvetage a laquelle le 


52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid., p. 2. 
S4 Ibid. 
55 Ibid. 
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capitalisme s'accroche systèmatiquement chaque fois que les forces 
inhérentes à son propre système risquent de le faire sombrer dans l'abîme de 
la crise."56 AD said peaceful protest was useless because Euro-missiles are 
only one part of a capitalist system of militarism, psychological warfare and 
industrial restructuring which must be fought altogether. These processes 
revealed capitalism's weaknesses and indicated that terror was the "seule 
réponse a la tendance à la guerre impérialiste"ST because it entails intiative 
by those most exploited. Since"la crise des fondaments économiques du 
systéme se double d'une crise de domination politique,"58 AD said its 
"revolutionary" strategy of terror combined working class struggle with a 
challenge to political dominance. 


Similar motivations marked two subsequent attacks. On August 2, 1984, the 
Agence spatiale européene was bombed prior to launching of an Ariane 
satellite. A letter to Agence France Presse by AD member Régis Schleicher 
denounced Ariane as a "base pratique d'application de la stratégie 
impérialiste de domination de l'OTAN et de son larbin inféodé, l'Etat 
francais."59 Schleicher said the Ariane project, undertaken by French 
armament manufacturers Matra and Thomson, develops communications 
systems which maintain France's "overseas ideological empire" and 
facilitates both force de frappe and rapid deployment forces. Similar attacks 
against "US-dominated NATO imperialism” occurred at the Union de 
l'Europe Occidentale and arms manufacturers Dassault and Messier- 
Hispano-Bugatti. 


Nineteen-eighty-five confirmed AD's direction. "Internationalization" and 
alliance with the West German RAF was declared in a January 1985 
document : "Pour l'unité des révolutionnaires en Europe de l'ouest". Here, 
AD and the RAF proclaimed a co-ordinated campaign against NATO and 
Franco-German co-operation.6 They announced a "West European 


56 Untitled, July 14, 1984, p. 1. 

57 Ibid. 

58 Ibid. 

59 Schleicher letter, August 3, 1984, p. 1. 


60 Underlining this cooperation, a failed RAF bomb attack on the NATO military college in West 


Germany on December 18 led investigators to 24 kilos of explosives which came from the 800 kilos 


guerrilla war" against NATO, arguing the need for an “authentic 
revolutionary strategy" of working class combat in the centres of 
imperialism, especially western Europe: "la centralité de l'Europe de l'Ouest 
pour le redéploiement impérialiste, conséquence de l'ouverture d'une 
brêche dans le rapport de force international par les luttes de libération des 
peuples des pays de la péripherie."61 


The text again reflected AD's aspiration to participate in a broadly-based anti- 
capitalist movement. Unable to forge a movement in France, the group 
moved to "les taches essentielles de la guérilla communiste en Europe de 
l'Ouest” in changed conditions, "la phase actuelle de la stratégie impérialiste 
est la tentative de souder les états européens en une structure homogène, en 
un bloc dur, qui soit complètement intégré dans le noyau du pouvoir 
impérialiste: l'OTAN en tant que la structure de domination la plus avancée 
ici."62 Their lack of support within France was ignored. They claimed that 
they were motivated by opposition to a four-prong imperialist "offensive": 
1) a "roll back" against Asian, African and Central American revolutionary 
movements; 2) Euromissile implantation, renewal of the West European 
Union, development of a French rapid deployment force, NATO arms 
cooperation, Franco-German discussions over force de frappe co-operation 
and French re-integration into NATO; 3) development of common counter- 
insurgency strategies by Western industrial nations; 4) US-dominated 
restructuring of the west European economy in order to concentrate new 
electronic and arms technologies research and production which would 
assure world domination by the "bloc impérialiste - U.S.A. Japon, E.O. - et 
les conditions de valorisation du capital des multinationales."63 


Attacks on NATO military bases, strategists, plans and propaganda were, in 
their estimation, a first step toward creating a "stratégie politique 
prolétarienne en Europe de l'Ouest dans des conditions politiques 
modifiées."64 What definition of this strategy meant was increased 


Stockpile stolen in Ecaussines, Belgium. AD used the same explosives to attack on the UEO in Paris. 


This was the first concrete evidence of the AD-RAF alliance. 

61 "pour l'unité des révolutionnaires en Europe de l'ouest", p. 2. 
62 Ibid., p. 3. 

63 Ibid. 

64 Thid., p. 4. 


violence, ideological coherence and international coordination. AD now 
participated as a partner within a new "Euro-terrorism" different from the 
1970's populist, proletarian and Third-World oriented ideologies of 
violence. The French group explicitly allied itself to Portuguese, Belgian, 
Greek, Spanish and West German terrorists in the name of "la 
transformation matérielle de l'internationalisme prolétarien que la 
situation actuelle nécéssite . . .collectivité et cohérence des combattants, à 
partir de leurs conditions et possibilités particuliéres."65 This new variety 
of terrorism was, in AD's case, accompanied by little attempt to claim roots 
or resonance in French society. In any event, arrests of AD members 
encouraged ideological and strategic alliance of the remaining leaders with 
the RAF. Ideological aggressivity concealed political and organizational 
weakness. Preoccupation with NATO and "Americanization" of Europe 
reflected West German extreme-left concerns and contrasted with AD's 
former eclecticism. The evolution accompanied the slow French 
rapprochement to NATO and reflected a specifically French view in so far as 
events, and not AD's extremism, were changing.©6 


On January 25, 1985, General René Audran, director of international affairs 
at the French ministry of defence was shot in front of his home by AD 
Commando Elisabeth-von-Dick.67 Audran was responsible for French 


overseas arms sales, contract negotiations and international arms 


ar 


65 Ibid., p. 5. 

66 Several events occurred underlined the implications of the co-ordinated Euro-terrorist campaign. 
On day of the fusion, the CCC bombed a US Army social centre in Brussels. On May 1, they attacked the 
Brussels headquarters of the Belgian employers' association, the FEB (Fédération des entreprises belges, a 
traditional extreme-left target). On December 7, two attacks struck a NATO pipeline network: a 
Wartegem, Belgium control room of the military oil pipeline and a Versailles building of the Agence 
centre-Europe d'exploitation, managers of NATO pipelines in Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Holland, 
and West Germany. On January 19, Régis Schleicher began a hunger strike in support of imprisonned 
West German terrorist. On January 28, the Portuguese extreme-left Popular Forces of April 25 fired three 
mortar rounds at three NATO frigates in Lisbon harbour. In February, cars belonging of West German 
military personnel in Beja, Portugal were destroyed by bombs. A communiqué demanded the base's 


closure, dismantlement and departure of military personnel. 


67 Elisabeth von Dick was a West German extreme-left terrorist killed in a Nuremberg apartment by 


West German police in May 1978. 


cooperation. A text in French and German explained this assassination as Lo io has 
NRS 


"la concrétisation du front révolutionnaire, au sein de la métropole Ouest- :_y 
COmmuniQus i 


Européene."68 For AD and the RAF, Audran was NATO's: 


articulation principale au ministère de la Défense; responsable de 
la conception des programmes de coopération en matière 
d'armement, de leur mise en oeuvre industrielle et de leur 
commercialisation à travers l'IEPG (Groupe Indépendant des 
Programmes Européens), structure de l'OTAN, et la CIEEMG 
(Commission Interministérielle pour l'Etude des Exportations de 
Matériel de Guerre). © 


AD saw Audran at a central figure within the imperialist offensive and, as 
such, at the heart of NATO's west European homogenization plans. Franco- 
German collaboration, the group charged, drives this process within Europe. 
The two governments divide roles "en liaison avec la stratégie impérialiste 
U.S.; la France avec son influence géostratégique et sa force de frappe, la RFA 
avec sa force économique, financière et son armée (quantitativement la plus 
importante de l'OTAN). "70 Moreover, and much the worse in AD's eyes, 


France's socialist government, 


apporte aux pays européens une force accrue dans les rapports 
internationaux en élargissant de fait le champ de manoeuvre 
économique et militaire et en cautionnant la propagande d'une 
défense européene, dans le but de neutraliser les protestations et 
les contradictions soulevées par la politique de domination des 
U.S.A., a travers sa structure militaire en Europe, l'OTAN. 


The appropriate revolutionary response to these moves, AD argued, was 
attacking all NATO bases, strategies and propaganda regardless of where 
located.72 


68 Untitled. January 25, 1985, p. 1. 

69 Ibid. 

70 Ibid. 

11 Ibid. 

72 On February 1, the RAF murdered Ernst Zimmerman, chief executive of Motoren und Turbinen 


Union Muenchen GmbH, manufacturer of military engines and turbines, outside his home by the RAF's 


AD at the same time continued attacking "traditional" victims. Explosions 
shook Paris offices of the Israeli Bank Leumi, the Office national de 
l'immigration, the extreme-right newspaper Minute, the IMF, enterprises 


radioélectriques et téléphones and SAT - Société Anonyme de 
Télécommunications ) and businesses investing in South Africa 


(Association technique de l'importation charbonniére, Aluminium- 
Pechiney, Renault and Spie-Batignolles). Another spectacular assassination 
attempt, on June 26, targeted Henri Blandin, auditor-general of the army and 
director of special investigations. AD fired two 11. 43 calibre shots at his car, 
but he escaped unharmed. The group said that he was targeted because: 


Blandin, en tant que chef du contrôle général des armées, est un 
des principaux responsable du Ministère de la Défense, depuis 
l'arrivée au pouvoir des sociaux-démocrates; il est précisement le 
bras droit d'Hernu dans l'application de nombreux projets de 
restructuration et d'intégration aux forces de l'OTAN, des forces 
armées et de l'industrie de guerre.73 


On April 15, 1986, AD's Commando Christos Kassimis’4 fired shots at 
CNPF vice-president Guy Brana in front of his home. He too was 


with defence ministry contracts (TRT - Télécommunications 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
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| 
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unharmed. Witnesses said AD's machine-guns jammed. Brana was chosen 
due to his CNPF post and work as a Thomson naval armaments engineer. 


Patrick O'Hara Commando - Patrick O'Hara, an Irish terrorist, died in Belfast after a 61-day hunger strike 
in 1981. 

73 "Révendication de l ‘opération contre le général Blandin", June 26, 1985. Commando Antonio Lo 
Musico claimed responsibility on July 2. Lo Musico was a Red Brigades member killed by Italian police 
in 1977. The offensive continued on August 8, when the AD-RAF George Jackson Commando bombed : 
US air force base at Francfort-Rhin-Main, West Germany. Two Americans were killed and 11 injured. 
The powerful explosion dug a two-meter hole, causing serious damage. George Jackson was a black 
activist killed in a 1971 Soledad Prison, California riot. | 


74 Christos Kassimis received a bullet through the head during a October 21, 1977 struggle with police 
in Athens while attempting to fire-bomb a West German-owned factory - AEG - during a visit by West 


German chancellor Helmut Schmidt. 


As the "Interview au journal révolutionnaire 'Zusammen Kampfen' 
"shows, AD continued changing ideologically. The interview cites, for 
example, "l'accélération et la cristalisation de vieux projets en un seul 
beaucoup plus global: Eureka."7$ AD charged that this project materializes 
the Paris-Bonn axis. They also saw it as the driving force behind European 
homogenization in so far as it mobilizes west European scientific and 
industrial potential to include even non-NATO and non-EEC Switzerland, 
Sweden and Austria. The incorporation of these governments into the 
programme demonstrates how far beyond purely institutional forms Eureka 
and SDI research has progressed, in AD's view.76 


Despite continued absence from the NATO integrated command, AD 
charged that France's role within NATO and imperialist strategy was 


evident: 


ses systèmes d'armes suivent les normes de l'OTAN et ses 
positions de défense et d'attaque sont planifiées à Bruxelles, au 
siège de l'organisation atlanticiste, pour une interopérabilité avec 
les pays membres du commandement militaire, intégrant dans les : 


faits l'armée française au dispositif d'attaque de la stratégie de 

l'OTAN. De plus, une étroite coopération France/RFA existe dans 
le domaine militaire, créant ‘un réel pilier franco/allemand au | 
sein de l'alliance". ..77 | 


This cooperation, AD said, was evident in development of Aérospatiale 
missile technologies, negotiations over extending the French nuclear 


"umbrella" to West Germany, Franco-British support of the US in the 
Persian Gulf, presence of French industry in all NATO programmes, 

creation of a study group focusing on Europe's defense capabilities and 
participation by nationalized firms in SDI and Eureka research. These | 


developments "soulignent la position offensive de la France dans le 
développement de la stratégie impérialiste."T8 AD classified Eureka as a 


73 “Interview au journal révolutionnaire ‘Zusammen Kampfen' (‘Combattre ensemble’) ", February, 
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political-military project due to its "consequences" for the proletariat in 
western Europe. Specifically, European societies were changing under what 
AD saw as US pressure: "il s'agit de restaurer, simultanément, la solvabilité 
du système financier des pays industrialisés et des pays du Tiers-monde afin 
de relancer l'investissement, la course aux profits, nécéssaire, pour une plus 
grande exploitation, à la réorganisation du travail, par l'informatisation et 
l'automatisatiôn des secteurs de production."79 These projects were 
conceived, AD claimed, to maintain US supremacy through European 
cartels. French technological and industrial concentration, according to this 
argument, was achieved by the 1982 nationalization of armaments, 
electronic, computer, robotic, aeronautic, nuclear, chemical and agro- 
industrial sectors. Their link-up with nationalized heavy industry and 
banking sectors (altogether called the SPI - "secteur public industriel" - by 
AD), AD charged, was part of the imperialist strategy of "internationalizing" 
markets. AD's response was "I attaque contre les articulations centrales"80 | | 
which constituted a "saut qualitatif vers la formation de la guérilla ouest- 
|  européene, nouvelle phase du développement de la stratégie | 
révolutionnaire authentique."81 For AD, Audran, Blandin and the ! 
Frankfurt air base were the central expressions of the strategy. 


The next major ideological statement, "Communiqué n? 2" followed a May 
16, 1986 machine-gun and bomb attack on suburban Paris Interpol 
headquarters.82 This text elaborated on the much shorter "Communiqué n° 
1", issued after their failure to assassinate CNPF vice-president Guy Brana. 
AD saw these attacks within the framework set out in 1985: "cette offensive | 
tend a développer par sa force et son étendue les acquis et les résolutions | 
objectives obtenues par la précédente en tant que continuité et rupture ."83 | 


The group said attacks on the Institut Atlantique, the Frankfurt air base and 


79 Ibid., p. 4. | 
80 Ibid., p. 7. 
81 Ibid, p. 8. 

82 À security guard was lightly injured when machine-gun fire reached upper floors of the six-storey 
building. A bomb placed outside the building caused serious damage. Credit was claimed by 
Commandos Christos Kassimis and José Kepa Crespo Gallende. José Crespo was a GRAPO - Groupes 
révolutionnaires anti-fascist du ler octobre - militant who died in a Madrid hospital after a three-week 
hunger strike in 1981. 

83 "Communiqué n° 2", May 29, 1986, p. 1. 


the "west European guerrilla" in general resolved problems, "méme si cela | 
n'est pas encore perçu nettement par l'ensemble du mouvement 
révolutionnaire."84 This was because the attacks demonstrated the "unité 
des révolutionnaires en europe de l'ouest" and "une stratégie 


révolutionnaire politico-militaire."85 


Attacking Interpol represented a new phase of AD's strategy: what they 
called hitting at the point of differentiation between the dominators and the 
oppressed. Organisations such as Interpol, the group claimed, express the 
conflict between mass antagonisms and counter-revolution and are _ 
perceived as such by the mass of workers."86 In order to "forcer la fracture" 
already latent,87 AD said it aimed at industrial and technological 
concentration and the agents, projects and material means through which it 


would be realized. The group here elucidates its own project with 
unprecedented candidness. Brana "représente et dirige le bloc 
SPI/CNPF/Parti de l'entreprise, moteur de la stratégie générale ‘anti-crise' 


qui signifie cartellisation, concentration technologique et industrielle, | 
économie de marché reaganienne, flexibilité, dérèglementation sociale, | 
individualisation des politiques salariales, répression anti-ouvrières dans et 
hors de l'usine."88 He was attacked because he symbolized this process. In 
particular, Brana was the prototypical technocrat in contemporary 

_ capitalism, who could "faire muer l'impérialisme en impérialisme 
technocratique."8 Policies favouring west European homogenization 
moreover proceed regardless of right- or left-wing government because: a) 
the state sector facilitates the private and extension of imperialism; and b) 


since 


l'application du programme de dénationalisation du 


gouvernement de droite ne sera pas une boulversement dans la 


84 Ibid. 
85 AD added that this strategy "a brisé l' ‘inexorable’ aspect cahotique dont s'est harnaché l'extrême 


gauche française pendant 15 ans de promisses révolutionnaires en révoltes institutionalisées, de sigles e1 


manifs, de renoncement en trahison, d'alibi en critique." - p. 2. 
86 Ibid. 

87 Ibid. | 
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centralité du SPI ("secteur public industriel") et son rapport ala 
concentration technologique et industrielle, ces dénationalisations 
seront simplement une nouvelle étape de l'homogénéisation de 
l'Europe de l'Ouest. 9° 


Restructuring both private and public sectors is nothing less than 
preparation for war by imperialist interests in AD's eyes. As evidence, they 
said the Tokyo summit "fût précédé par deux mois d'intensification de la 
guerre contre la terrorisme" avec pour point chaud: le bombardement de la 
Lybie."9! This action, along with other imperialist acts in the Third World 
(Angola, Israel, South Africa, Haiti and the Philippines were cited) were seen 
as mere adjustments of imperialism to local conditions. A logical extension 
of these struggles, in AD's judgment, was battling Euro-terrorism through 
organisations such as Interpol, 


en tant que seule organisation de coordination de la répression 
contre la politique révolutionnaire est, pour la bourgeoisie 
impérialiste, la section policière de l'OTAN et un des instruments 
principaux de la politique d'intervention américaine: la doctrine 
des conflits de faible intensité. Celle-ci englobe trois types 
d'intervention militaire: la contre-guérilla classique, la défense 
active contre le "terrorisme" et le soutient aux guérilla anti- 
communistes. Cette politique ... est dirigé contre le tiers-monde 


mais aussi contre le prolétariat métropolitain. 92 


AD said Interpol's importance was confirmed by appointment of American 
John R. Simpson as president following U.S. pleas to take firmer anti- 
terrorist action. The appointment of Britain Raymond Kendall to the post of 
secretary-general underlined Interpol's role as a co-ordinator of information. 
AD charged that this process, under NATO auspices, would facilitate 
imperialism's "unités de police super-spécialisées, son ramassis de délateurs 
rémunérés, l'armée dans les commissariat des grandes citées, les rafles | 
successives dans les ghettos, les attentats/provocations | 
sanglantes/assassinats organisés par les services Secrets et barbouzes de tout | 
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poil."°3 Organising ways to combat terrorism constituted, in AD's eyes, 
repression of mass antagonisms and proletarian liberation. 


The murder of Renault president Georges Besse94 by two women in front of 
his home in Montparnasse on November 17 was the most notorious AD 
attack. His assassination was undertaken by Commando Pierre-Overney?> 
and broke an eight month pause in AD's west European offensive against 
imperialism.%6 A twenty-six page text, placing the group at the heart of a 
"Western" revolutionary struggle, declared that on "le 17 novembre, en 
éliminant la brute Besse, le commando Pierre-Overney a frappé au coeur 
méme de la contradiction la plus forte au sein du consensus général de 
pacification et d'exploitation."97 The group said this assassination and the 
attacks on Brana, Interpol and RAF concluded the "phase principale et 
centrale de la deuxiéme offensive de la guérilla et du mouvement 
révolutionnaire."98 This campaign was carried out for what AD called for 


93 Ibid., p. 10. 

94 From 1976 to 1982, head of the nuclear company COGEMA, subsequently appointed head of then- 
troubled Pechiney. He accomplished a turn-around which led to his appointment by PM Laurent Fabius 
as Renault CEO in January 1985. 

95 Pierre Overney was a Maoist militant and a member of Gauche prolétarienne murdered outside 
Renault's Billancourt factory by vigilante Jean-Antoine Tramoni on February 25, 1972. The incident 
became a rallying point for the extreme-left in the early 1970's. Tramoni was freed conditionally in 1974, 
after being sentenced to only four years in prison for the killing. On March 23, 1977, the group NAPAP - 
Noyaux armés pour l'autonomie populaire , some of the members of which later joined AD - killed 
Tramoni in Val-de-Marne. 

96 As part of this same offensive, Siemens co-chairman Karl-Heinz Beckerts and his chauffeur were 
killed by a bomb in Munich on July 9. RAF Commando Maria Cagol claimed responsibility. Cagol, wife 
of Red Brigades founder Renato Curcio, was shot by Italian police during a 1975 gun battle. West 
German police feared Beckerts' assassination signalled an RAF anti-nuclear terrorist campaign in 
reaction to the Chernoby] disaster. The attack was more sophisticated than the usual RAF style and 
police suspected ETA or IRA involvement. On October 10, Gerald von Braummuelh, director of the 


policy branch of the West German foreign ministry, was assassinated in Bonn by an RAF commando, 


The West European Revolutionary Front. 
97 Untitled, February 11, 1987, p. 1. 
98 Ibid., p. 2. 


the first time "Je processus de reconstruction de la classe en Europe de 
l'Ouest comme processus internationaliste."99 


The end of this initial phase by no means signalled end of the "guerrilla" for 
AD, but rather, the emergence of new conditions. AD said that the 
conditions which emerged in 1986-87 witnessed "l'accélération et 
l'accentuation de l'antagonisme de classe,"100 in other words, intensified 
government measures against AD-RAF terrorism ("la répression sanglante, 
les provocations policiéres, la mise en oeuvre de lois scélérates et la remise 
en cause des acquis du monde du travail."191), The 1986-87 student 
demonstrations and SNCF strikes in France, on the other hand, were 
viewed as a rejection of capitalist imperatives which, unimpeded, would 
have changed society in a negative direction: 


Comme le mouvement étudiants--lycéens, les gréves, au sein du 
Secteur Public, ont attaqué la substance méme de la politique 
économique de rationalisation et de concentration impérialiste. 
L'élément commun: le refus du 'mérite’ et de la selection 
capitaliste, autour duquel tourna l'affrontement et que la contre- 
propagande tenta de noyer et d'étouffer dans la plus complete 
confusion médiatique, était trop dangereux parce que porteur, par 
son contenu, d'un approfondissement de la réflexion et de 
l'action contre les tenants et les aboutissants du mode de 
production capitaliste, contre la restructuration impérialiste, mais 
surtout parce que, dans son développement, se recomposait 
l'ensemble des antagonismes prolétariens. 102 


AD argued the "bourgeoisie" recognized that class war was developing but 
disguised it as criminality, "dénuée de toute raison objective dans la 
situation politique générale et particuliére."103 AD saw all contemporary 
developments as elements of a revolutionary-counter-revolutionary 
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struggle "devant aboutir à l'anéantissement de l'un des deux camps."104 
Seeing themselves as an "avant-garde révolutionnaire,"!05 AD argued the 
current economic situation, in which foreign workers were being deported, 
made international class struggle an objective necessity: "Notre lutte, en tant 
que fraction organisée du prolétariat, a produit une réalité organisationelle 
internationaliste, miroir de la composition de la classe, et la présence 
importante de militants immigrés ou originaires de pays encore colonisés 
par la France. . "106 AD said that provoking the government forced the 
state to show its true nature to a determined adversary. 


For AD, Besse was a leading figure in the international imperialist 
transformation and attack on working class interests ("l'élément avancé de 
la répression bourgeoise contre le mouvement ouvrier."107), They rejected 
the view that he would be easily replaced: "les négociations apres l'assassinat 
de Besse ont démontré dans leur durée (plus d'un mois) la manque évident 
de super-spécialistes de la restructuration."108 Moreover, the group argued 
that Renault is a social laboratory indicative of future social transformations: 


Renault, vitrine sociale, mythe politique du concensus 
exemplaire, de la pacification par la consommation, de l'accès 
pour tous au ‘bonheur matériel’, prit une dimension qui 
débordait largement de la simple construction de voitures, 
véhicules blindés ou robots. "L'explemplarité' n'étant qu'une des 
formes multiples de la volonté capitaliste de pacification et 
d'intégration du prolétariat au modèle capitaliste. 109, ,. Renault, 
en France, a depuis 45 toujours été au coeur de contradictions 
centrales du mode de production capitaliste. 110 


Besse, then, occupied a position which the group saw as central to both 
French capitalism and an evolving international economy. Because of his 
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reputation as a determined and efficient administrator, "frapper Besse et la | 
Régie, c'était inserer brutalement la répresentation du pouvoir ouvrier au 
coeur de leur stratégie; par là fragiliser l'ensemble de leur projet à travers ses | 
differentes facettes, et construire la conscience nécessaire.au développement 
de la politique prolétarienne."l1 No doubt AD saw itself (or wished to see 
itself) as integral to the French workers' movement in asserting that "la 
lutte des communistes comprend et insère la centralité de la lutte des 
ouvriers dans l'ensemble des luttes s'articulant contre la globalité du 
système d'exploitation et d'oppression."!12 The difference between these | 
"aspects" of the working class movement was that AD called itself as a 
"fraction", "consciente des nécessités et des buts du mouvement général de ! 
la lutte des classes."113 Armed struggle, they said, was integral to working 


class movements until it was abandoned by national communist parties and 
unions after World War Two. In West Germany and Italy, armed struggles 
emerged due to a perceived need for proletarian action, while in France the 
movement which emerged after 1968 deviated, according to AD, "dans la 
nouvelle philosphie et le journalisme libéré."114 


AD said its attacks embodied reconstruction of an authentic working class 
political struggle. Although by 1987 only four AD militants were active, lack 
| of support only reinforced their militancy and careful preparation of actions. 
| AD secured West German, Belgian and Italian links and participated in a 


deadly efficient international network. The strategy of striking at the "heart 
of the military-industrial complex" stemmed from a nihilist-Stalinist mix 
simultaneously proclaimed in Paris, Bonn and Rome. After arrest, Rouillan | 
stated Italy would be the next country hit by Euro-terrorism, since a new | 
generation of Brigadistas were following French and German examples. | 
This was demonstrated on March 20, when Italian air force general Licio | 
Giorgieri was shot by Union of Fighting Communists' gunmen. | 


AD's terrorist career illustrates Clausewitz's idea that "war is nothing but 
the continuation of policy with other means."115 The group conceived 


111 Jbid., p. 15. | 

112 Ibid., p. 16. 
113 Ibid. p. 18. | 
114 Jbid., p. 19. 

115 Clausewitz, "note of 10 July 1827," in On War, p. 69. 


DU CRIER 


PCT 


-~ 


i 


their activities as part of a general international war against "imperialism" 
and "capitalist". Beyond this, their ideological pronouncements mirror the 
changes that occurred in France between the late 1970's and today. No doubt 
but that AD's perspective on contemporary developments was peculiar, 
since guerrilla warfare in western Europe hardly can be termed an 
undertaking having any hope for success. The examples of the Tupamaros 
in Uruguay and Che Guevara's death, not to mention the setback of 
determined Italian and West German extreme-left terrorists should have 
amply proven the foolhardiness of guerrilla strategies in their various forms 
under present international conditions. What motivated AD were not 
historical examples of urban guerrilla war, though, it was their evaluation of 
France's position within changing conditions, conditions which overturned 
many of traditional French left-wing assumptions during the 1970's and 
1980's. 


The group was alarmed by France's evolving international role. The fact 
that this role elicited strong reactions is not surprising given the widespread 
view within France that the nation should play a major and independent 
part within the international system. This concern crosses left-right 
divisions in France, where foreign policy issues have evoked broad 
consensus, from the Communist Party to the right, since the 1960's. What 
AD objected to was not foreign involvement per se, as parts of the electorate 
in nations such as the U.S. sometimes do, but how that involvement was 
carried out, to what ends and for whose interest. The PCF also criticises the 
hidden interests they see behind foreign policy, especially if the U.S. is in any 
manner associated with France. This view simply reflects the traditional 
anti-American attitudes of one part of the French left. This part of the left 
saw itself pushed to the sidelines as the Socialist Party moved to power. For 
AD, originating in a part of the extreme-left which always viewed the 
Atlanticist views of other parts of the left with apprehension and profound 
suspicion, Franco-American rapprochement was alarming. Combined with 
the economic, cultural and social changes which the EEC has produced in 
France, this move represented the betrayal of vital national interests to the 
prerogatives of (U.S.-dominated) international order. This was sufficient 
justification to undertake and amplify terrorism in AD's eyes. The 
increasing precision of their targets and pronouncements reflects 
accompanied a new period of French international integration. 


Once in power, the Socialist Party continued some policies once associated 
with the right (and some which the PCF has long associated with social 
democratic deviation). In particular, increased integration with the EEC 
irked parts of the traditional left, who variously saw it as a Trojan horse for 
Anglo-American domination or a vehicle for renewed German militarism. 
AD feared both and their co-operation with the RAF in some ways 
demonstrated this view, since the latter's views are similar for quite 
different reasons. As well, AD's reference to Third World issues reacted 
both to French African policy, but also to the immigration and racism issues 
which have seized French public imagination in recent years. Identifying 
with the Third World is another means of exposing where one stands in 
terms of domestic politics. In both of European and immigration areas, 
however, AD represented an extreme-left point of view which was rapidly 
melting away within France. 


Their repeated reference to a "consensus de pacification et d'exploitation" 
uses two key terms in recent French political discourse: alternance and 
cohabitation. The first refers to alternation of power, specifically, to the fact 
that the left took power. That this happened within institutional structures 
created by the right in 1958 which the left (and especially François 
Mitterrand) once so strongly denounced went beyond even the sins of social 
democracy for AD. Cohabitation refers to the period in 1986 through 1988 in 
which the left not only accepted these institutions, but (with Mitterrand as 
president and Jacques Chirac as prime minister) shared responsibilities with 
the right. AD's "traditionalism" lies in the fact that they not only regarded 
these experiences as unacceptable, but also as indication that large parts of 
the left had "passed over" over to the right. As a result, they felt that 
physical violence against this "pseudo-left" was entirely justified. In 1968, 
their view could have been widespread on the extreme-left. After 1981, it 
was marginal. France changed dramatically between the two Mays. The fact 
that those relatively few individuals who constituted AD did not accept this 
change was illustrated in bitter remarks about gauchistes who accepted the 
new rules of the game. | 


Organisationally, AD's terrorist campaign corresponds to Thornton's 
description of the levels of a revolutionary struggle. Thornton locates 
terrorism as one stage within an internal war, prior to guerrilla warfare and 


conventional war. AD accepted, as Thornton says, that "terror is 


characteristic of the first phase of revolutionary warfare."116 That they 
realized their inability to break out of this phase is clear in repeated calls for 
combined struggle with other sectors of the revolutionary left. As the group 
continued to issue appeals which received no response, they moved on, not 
to the next phase of internal war, but to a new ideological justification for 
their acts. This also explains why AD's documents took on a more and 
more international perspective. With no audience in France, they turned to 
like-minded foreign groups. In another twist, as the group turned outward 
for support and raison d'être, they attacked their host system more and more 
violently. Their attacks moved from symbolic material attacks (1979-1980) to 
mixed attacks on material and human targets (1982-1984) to an outright 
campaign of assassinations (1985-1987). In each case, the common thread 
was a search for a revolutionary subject. 
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